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STATISTICS ON TEENS

THINK TEEN CULTURE IN AMERICA IS JUST
ABOUT HANGING OUT WITH FRIENDS, MOVIES
AND FUN? WHILE THEY ARE NOT
REPRESENTATIVE OF EVERY TEENAGER, THEY DO
POINT TO WHAT GOES ON IN AMERICAN TEEN
CULTURE.

STATISTICS ON TEEN SEX

-NATIONALLY, MORE THAN HALF OF TEENAGERS
ARE VIRGINS UNTIL THEY ARE AT LEAST 17
YEARS OF AGE (SEX AND AMERICA'S TEENAGERS,
THE ALAN GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE, NEW
YORK, 1994).

-IN THE U.S., 7 IN 10 WOMEN WHO HAD SEX
BEFORE AGE 14, AND 6 IN 10 OF THOSE WHO
HAD SEX BEFORE AGE 15 REPORT HAVING HAD
SEX INVOLUNTARILY. (FACTS IN BRIEF: TEEN



SEX AND PREGNANCY, THE ALAN GUTTMACHER
INSTITUTE, NEW YORK, 1996).

-NATIONALLY, ONE-QUARTER OF 15 YEAR OLD
FEMALES AND LESS THAN 30% OF 15 YEAR OLD
MALES HAVE HAD SEX, COMPARED WITH 66% OF
18 YEAR OLD FEMALES, AND 68% OF 18 YEAR
OLD MALES WHO HAVE HAD SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE. (A STATISTICAL PORTRAIT OF
ADOLESCENT SEX, CONTRACEPTION, AND
CHILDBEARING, NATIONAL CAMPAIGN TO
PREVENT TEEN PREGNANCY, WASHINGTON, DC,
1998).

STATISTICS ON TEEN PREGNANCY

-NATIONALLY, NEARLY ONE MILLION YOUNG
WOMEN UNDER AGE 20 BECOME PREGNANT
EACH YEAR. THAT MEANS CLOSE TO 2800 TEENS
GET PREGNANT EACH DAY.( FACTS IN BRIEF:
TEEN SEX AND PREGNANCY, THE ALAN



GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE, NEW YORK, 1996).

-APPROXIMATELY 4 IN 10 YOUNG WOMEN IN
THE U.S. BECOME PREGNANT AT LEAST ONCE
BEFORE TURNING 20 YEARS OLD.( FACTS IN
BRIEF: TEEN SEX AND PREGNANCY, THE ALAN
GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE, NEW YORK, 1996).

-TEEN CHILDBEARING ALONE COSTS U.S.
TAXPAYERS NEARLY $7 BILLION ANNUALLY FOR
SOCIAL SERVICES AND LOST TAX REVENUES.
(KiDS HAVING KIDS: ECONOMIC COSTS AND
SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF TEEN PREGNANCY,
PREBECCA MAYNARD (ED.), THE URBAN
INSTITUTE, WASHINGTON, DC, 1997).

STATISTICS ON RAPE IN TEEN:
-TEENS 16 TO 19 WERE THREE AND ONE-HALF

TIMES MORE LIKELY THAN THE GENERAL
POPULATION TO BE VICTIMS OF RAPE,



ATTEMPTED RAPE OR SEXUAL ASSAULT.
(NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMIZATION SURVEY.
BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 1996.)

-ACCORDING TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT, ONE
IN TWO RAPE VICTIMS IS UNDER AGE 13; ONE IN
SIX IS UNDER AGE 12. [CHILD RAPE VICTIMS,
1992. U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. ]

-WHILE 9 OUT OF 10 RAPE VICTIMS ARE
WOMEN, MEN AND BOYS ARE ALSO VICTIMIZED
BY THIS CRIME. IN 1995, 32,130 MALES AGE 12
AND OLDER WERE VICTIMS OF RAPE, ATTEMPTED
RAPE OR SEXUAL ASSAULT. [NATIONAL CRIME
VICTIMIZATION SURVEY. BUREAU OF JUSTICE
STATISTICS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
1996.]

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES AMONG
TEENS



-IN THE U.S., 1 IN 4 SEXUALLY ACTIVE TEENS
BECOME INFECTED WITH AN STD EVERY YEAR.2
SOME COMMON STDS ARE CHLAMYDIA,
GONORRHEA, GENITAL WARTS (ALSO KNOWN AS
HPV - HUMAN PAPILLOMAVIRUS), AND HERPES.
(FACTS IN BRIEF: TEEN SEX AND PREGNANCY,
THE ALAN GUTTMACHER INSTITUTE, NEW
YORK, 1996).

TEENS ARE VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE, MURDER
AND CRIME

IN 1998, THE YOUNG, BLACKS, AND MALES
WERE MOST VULNERABLE TO VIOLENT CRIME:

-- 1IN 12 PERSONS AGE 12 TO 15, COMPARED
TO 1IN 357 AGE 65 OR MORE

-- 1IN 24 BLACKS, COMPARED TO 1 IN 28
WHITES

-- 1IN 23 MALES, COMPARED TO 1 IN 33



FEMALES

(BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE)

-TEENAGERS AND YOUNG ADULTS WERE MORE
LIKELY TO BECOME VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIME
THAN OLDER PERSONS. IN 1998, ABOUT A THIRD
OF ALL VICTIMS OF VIOLENT CRIME WERE AGES
12 TO 19 AND ALMOST HALF OF ALL VICTIMS OF
VIOLENCE WERE UNDER AGE 25. (BUREAU OF
JUSTICE STATISTICS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE)

-THE PERCENT OF STUDENTS REPORTING
STREET GANG PRESENCE AT SCHOOL NEARLY
DOUBLED BETWEEN 1989 AND 1995,
INCREASING FROM 15.3% TO 28.4%. (BUREAU
OF JUSTICE STATISTICS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE)



-HOMICIDE IS THE SECOND LEADING CAUSE OF
DEATH FOR PERSONS 15-24 YEARS OF AGE AND
IS THE LEADING CAUSE OF DEATH FOR AFRICAN-
AMERICAN AND HISPANIC YOUTHS IN THIS AGE-
GROUP (ANDERSON RN, KOCHANEK KD,
MURPHY SL. REPORT OF FINAL MORTALITY
STATISTICS, 1995. MONTHLY VITAL STATISTICS
REPORT 45, 11(2 SupPL) 1997).

-IN 1996, 6,548 YOUNG PEOPLE 15-24 YEARS
OLD WERE VICTIMS OF HOMICIDE. THIS
AMOUNTS TO AN AVERAGE OF 18 YOUTH
HOMICIDE VICTIMS PER DAY IN THE U.S. (
NATIONAL SUMMARY OF INJURY MORTALITY
DATA, 1988-1996. ATLANTA, GA: CENTERS
FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION,
NATIONAL CENTER FOR INJURY PREVENTION
AND CONTROL, NOVEMBER, 1998
(UNPUBLISHED)).

STATISTICS ON TEEN SMOKING



-APPROXIMATELY 80% OF ADULT SMOKERS
STARTED SMOKING BEFORE THE AGE OF 18.
EVERY DAY, NEARLY 3,000 YOUNG PEOPLE
UNDER THE AGE OF 18 BECOME REGULAR
SMOKERS.

MORE THAN 5 MILLION CHILDREN LIVING TODAY
WILL DIE PREMATURELY BECAUSE OF A DECISION
THEY WILL MAKE AS ADOLESCENTS---THE
DECISION TO SMOKE CIGARETTES. (CENTERS FOR
DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION)

-AN ESTIMATED 2.1 MILLION PEOPLE BEGAN
SMOKING ON A DAILY BASIS IN 1997. MORE
THAN HALF OF THESE NEW DAILY SMOKERS
WERE YOUNGER THAN AGE 18. THIS
TRANSLATES TO MORE THAN 3,000 NEW YOUTH
SMOKERS PER DAY. THE RATE OF YOUTH
INITIATION OF DAILY SMOKING INCREASED
SOMEWHAT FROM 55.5 T0O 74.9 PER 1,000
POTENTIAL NEW USERS BETWEEN 1991 AND



1996, BUT REMAINED LEVEL IN 1997 (THE
1998 NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY ON DRUG
ABUSE)

-NEARLY ALL FIRST USE OF TOBACCO OCCURS
BEFORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

-MOST YOUNG PEOPLE WHO SMOKE ARE
ADDICTED TO NICOTINE AND REPORT THAT THEY
WANT TO QUIT BUT ARE UNABLE TO DO SO.

-TOBACCO IS OFTEN THE FIRST DRUG USED BY
YOUNG PEOPLE WHO USE ALCOHOL AND ILLEGAL
DRUGS.

-AMONG YOUNG PEOPLE, THOSE WITH POORER
GRADES AND LOWER SELF-IMAGES ARE MOST
LIKELY TO BEGIN USING TOBACCO.

-OVER THE PAST DECADE, THERE HAS BEEN
VIRTUALLY NO DECLINE IN SMOKING RATES



AMONG ALL TEENS. AMONG BLACK
ADOLESCENTS, HOWEVER, THE PREVALENCE OF
SMOKING HAS DECLINED DRAMATICALLY.

-YOUNG PEOPLE WHO COME FROM A LOW-
INCOME FAMILY AND HAVE FEWER THAN TWO
ADULTS LIVING IN THEIR HOUSEHOLD ARE
ESPECIALLY AT RISK FOR BECOMING SMOKERS.

(PREVENTING ToBACCO USE AMONG YOUNG
PEOPLE, U.S. SURGEON GENERAL REPORT,
1994)

STATISTICS ON DRUGS AMONG TEENS

-THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED 708,000 NEW
INHALANT USERS IN 1997, up FROM 332,000
IN 1989. THE RATE OF FIRST USE AMONG
YOUTHS AGE 12-17 ROSE SIGNIFICANTLY FROM
1989 10 1995, FROM 8.4 TO 18.8 PER 1,000
POTENTIAL NEW USERS, AND REMAINED LEVEL



AFTER THAT. FOR YOUNG ADULTS AGE 18-25,
THERE WAS AN INCREASE IN THE RATE OF FIRST
USE BETWEEN 1989 AND 1996 (FROM 3.7 TO
10.7 PER 1,000 POTENTIAL NEW USERS) AND A
LEVELING OFF IN 1997 (9.2 PER 1,000
POTENTIAL NEW USERS). (THE 1998 NATIONAL
HOUSEHOLD SURVEY ON DRUG ABUSE)

-MORE THAN HALF (56 PERCENT) OF YOUTHS
AGE 12-17 REPORTED THAT MARIJUANA WAS
EASY TO OBTAIN IN 1998. THIS IS AN INCREASE
FROM 1992, WHEN 51 PERCENT REPORTED
THAT MARIJUANA WAS EASY TO OBTAIN. (THE
1998 NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY ON DRUG
ABUSE)

-THE PERCENT OF THE POPULATION REPORTING
THAT THEY HAD BEEN APPROACHED BY
SOMEONE SELLING DRUGS IN THE PAST MONTH
DECREASED FROM 9.2 PERCENT IN 1992 T0 6.1
PERCENT IN 1998. HOWEVER, AMONG YOUTHS



AGE 12-17 YEARS, THE PERCENT WAS 13.7
PERCENT IN 1998, SIMILAR TO THE
PERCENTAGE IN 1992 (13.4 PERCENT). (THE
1998 NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY ON DRUG
ABUSE)

STATISTICS ON ALCOHOL AMONG TEENS

-MORE THAN 40% OF TEENS WHO ADMITTED
DRINKING SAID THEY DRINK WHEN THEY ARE
UPSET; 31% SAID THEY DRINK ALONE; 25%
SAID THEY DRINK WHEN THEY ARE BORED; AND
25% SAID THEY DRINK TO "GET HIGH." (U.S.
SURGEON GENERAL, 1991)

-EACH YEAR, STUDENTS SPEND $5.5 BILLION ON
ALCOHOL, MORE THAN THEY SPEND ON SOFT
DRINKS, TEA, MILK, JUICE, COFFEE OR BOOKS
COMBINED. ON A TYPICAL CAMPUS, PER CAPITA
STUDENTS SPENDING FOR ALCOHOL--$446 PER
STUDENT--FAR EXCEEDS THE PER CAPITA



BUDGET OF THE COLLEGE LIBRARY. (EIGEN,
1991 IN THE 1998 NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD
SURVEY ON DRUG ABUSE).

-NEARLY ONE-THIRD OF COLLEGE STUDENTS
SURVEYED SAID THEY WISHED ALCOHOL WAS
NOT AVAILABLE AT CAMPUS EVENTS, AND
NEARLY 90% WISHED THAT OTHER DRUGS
WOULD DISAPPEAR FROM CAMPUSES. (CORE
INSTITUTE, 1993)

-APPROXIMATELY 240,000 TO 360,000 OF
THE NATION'S 12 MILLION CURRENT
UNDERGRADUATES WILL ULTIMATELY DIE FROM
ALCOHOL-RELATED CAUSES--MORE THAN THE
NUMBER THAT WILL GET MAS AND PHDS
COMBINED. (EIGEN, 1991 IN THE 1998
NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY ON DRUG
ABUSE)

-SIXTY PERCENT OF COLLEGE WOMEN



DIAGNOSED WITH A SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED
DISEASE WERE DRUNK AT THE TIME OF
INFECTION. (ADVOCACY INSTITUTE, 1992)

STATISTICS ON DRINKING AND DRIVING
AMONG TEENS

-EIGHT YOUNG PEOPLE A DAY DIE IN ALCOHOL-
RELATED CRASHES. (CSAP, 1996) (MOTHERS
AGAINST DRUNK DRIVING WEBSITE)

STATISTICS ON TEENS AND TELEVISION

-PERCENTAGE OF TEENAGERS 13-17 WHO CAN
NAME THE CITY WHERE THE US CONSTITUTION
WAS WRITTEN (PHILADELPHIA): 25.
PERCENTAGE OF TEENAGERS 13-17 WHO KNOW
WHERE YOU FIND THE ZIP CODE 90210
(BEVERLY HILLS): 75 ( SURVEY CONDUCTED BY
THE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER (NCC),
PHILADELPHIA, 1998.)



-PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN AGES 5-17 WHO
HAVE A TV IN THEIR BEDROOM: 52 (BJK&E
MEDIA REPORT, THE NEW YORK TIMES,
DECEMBER 30, 1997.)

-HOURS PER DAY THAT TV IS ON IN AN AVERAGE
US HOME: 7 HOURS, 12 MINUTES (BJK&E
MEDIA REPORT, THE NEW YORK TIMES,
DECEMBER 30, 1997.

-NUMBER OF MINUTES PER WEEK THAT PARENTS
SPEND IN MEANINGFUL CONVERSATION WITH
THEIR CHILDREN: 38.5 (AMERICAN FAMILY
RESEARCH COUNCIL, "PARENTS FIGHT ‘TIME
FAMINE' AS ECONOMIC PRESSURES INCREASE,"
1990.)

STATISTICS ON DROPOUTS

-IN 1997, THE DROPOUT RATE FOR STUDENTS



AGES 16 TO 24 WAS 11 PERCENT, INDICATING A
SLIGHT DECREASE FROM THE 1990 FIGURE. THE
DROPOUT RATE FOR WHITE STUDENTS IS LOWER
THAN THE RATES FOR HISPANIC AND BLACK
STUDENTS. FOR EXAMPLE, IN 1997, THE
DROPOUT RATE FOR WHITE, NON-HISPANIC
STUDENTS WAS 8 PERCENT, 13 PERCENT FOR
BLACK STUDENTS AND 25 PERCENT FOR
HISPANIC STUDENTS. (NATIONAL CENTER FOR
EDUCATION STATISTICS, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION, DIGEST OF EDUCATION STATISTICS,
1998, TABLE 105, PAGE 124).



